
Year 1
Knowledge Organisers

At South Hill, we have created ‘Knowledge Organisers’ to help 

pupils and parents to know what the children will be learning in 

each of our Foundation subjects. These contain essential 

vocabulary and facts for each topic.

Please see ‘Knowledge Organisers’ attached for Year 1 for the 

autumn term, which will also be in pupil’s books and on 

working walls in school.  



Year 1 Science - Autumn 1



Year 1 Science - Autumn 2

    

 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNT IN 
THIS TOPIC BEFORE AND 

WHAT WILL WE LEARN THIS 
YEAR? 

DESCRIBING THE DIFFERENT 
WEATHER ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
SEASONS 

  
THE FOUR SEASONS 

In the early years, the topic of weather is 
broadly covered when the children learn 
about growing and plants.   
 
In Year 1, the children learn to; 
Observe changes across the four seasons, 
observe and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length 
varies. 
 
In Year 2, weather will be taught through 
two topics namely; living things and their 
habitats and plants, seeds and bulbs 
where the following criteria will be 
taught;   
• Understanding the basic needs of 

different kinds of plants  
• Finding out and describing how plants 

need water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and stay 
healthy  

Weather is the way the air and the atmosphere feel.  
It includes the outside temperate, strength of the 
wind and whether it is raining, sunny, hailing, snowing 
sleeting, foggy or cloudy. The weather changes 
regularly and tends to be different during different 
season and across different regions of the United 
Kingdom.  

 There are four seasons: Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. During our 
seasons the weather plays a significant part in our day to day lives and can within 
minutes change dramatically.  

 

 

 

      

VARIATIONS IN DAY LENGTH THROUGH THE SEASONS 
Not only does the weather change the day length also varies in different season.  
There is more daylight in summer.  The nights are shorter in the summer and the 
weather is warmer.  There is less daylight in the winter and the nights are longer 
and the weather is colder.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Hook 
 

  
 

 

 

Observe        Temperature        Seasons         Spring          Summer         Autumn          Winter          Variations         Day Length        Colder      Daylight                       

 

 

      Key Vocabulary 

Is a magical fiction book which 
introduces children to the cycle of nature 
and teaches them about the months and 
seasons of the year.  



Year 1 History - Autumn 1



Year 1 History - Autumn 2



Year 1 DT - Autumn 1

    

 

LEARNING JOURNEY FREESTANDING STRUCTURES 
 MAKING A STRUCTURE STABLE 

I n EYFS, we practiced 

and experimented with 

junk modelling and with 

rigid materials in our 

construction area. 

 

I n Year 1, we will learn 

about Freestanding 

structures using rigid 

materials to make and 

design a chair for a toy.  

   

I n Year 2, we will 

extend our construction 

skills by learning about 

Shell structures and 

designing and making 

our own emergency 

vehicles with wheels 

and axles.  

Structures are things that are 

built for a purpose.  

 

-Structures can be large (e.g. 

buildings and bridges) or small (e.g. chairs and 

tables). 

-Freestanding structures are structures that 

can stand up without being attached to 

something else. 

 

-Freestanding structures need to support 

their own weight and also the weight of the 

things/people using them. 

So that they can do this, freestanding 

structures need to be well-designed: strong, 

rigid and stable. 

 
A structure that is stable is less 

likely to fall over. 

-Structures are more stable when 

they have a wider base. 

-Buttresses can also make a 

structure more stable. A buttress is something that is built against 

a structure to give it more stability. 

The buttress adds width or structure to the base, making the 

structure more stable. 
      

RIGID MATERIALS 
Some materials are stronger and more rigid (stiffer) than others, e.g. card is 

stronger and more rigid than paper.  

-Structures can also be made stronger and more rigid by making sure that 

parts and materials are properly joined 

together, e.g. with glue or tape. 

-Folding and layering (adding an 

extra layer) of materials can also be 

used to strengthen and stiffen 

structures. 

 

 

 
 
 

DESIGNING A PRODUCT FOR A PURPOSE   

 Products are designed for a purpose. When we 

design a chair for a toy, we need to think about: 

• Which toy the chair is for 

• How to make the chair strong 

• Decorating the chair to suit the toy 

           

 

 

freestanding structure  building product          large  small  stand       rigid  construct 
strong       flexible    stable  buttress  cardboard  glue tape    design   join weight       purpose  
 

 

Key Vocabulary 



Year 1 Art- Autumn 2



Year 1 PE - Autumn 1



Year 1 PE - Autumn 2



Year 1 PE - Autumn 1 Send and Return 



Year 1 PE - Autumn 2 Hit, Catch, Run.



Year 1 Computing - Autumn 1



Year 1 Computing - Autumn 2
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