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Welcome to Year 1
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Welcome to Year 1! We are very much looking forward to 

teaching your child and have a very exciting year ahead. 

Our school day starts between 8:40am and 8:50am (rolling start) 

and pupils in Year 1 enter via the Key Stage 1 door, next to the 

school hall.

The school day finishes at 3:15pm and pupils are picked up from 

the same area as they are dropped; the Key Stage 1 door.

The school calendar can be found here, with important dates for 

the year ahead:

https://www.southhill.herts.sch.uk/calendar

https://www.southhill.herts.sch.uk/calendar


Meet the teachers
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Mrs Albery (Sparrows) Miss Goss (Goldfinches)

Goldfinches Class 

will be taught by 

Miss Goss with Mrs 

Imrie as their  

Teaching 

Assistant.

Sparrows Class will 

be taught by Mrs 

Albery with Mrs 

Shah as their 

Teaching 

Assistant.



The South Hill Way
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At South Hill, we all follow 

our behaviour rules ‘The 

South Hill Way’. 

These use ‘The 4 R’s’ to help 

us know what behaviour is 

expected at school and 

these are based on 

promoting ‘British Values,

which are Democracy, The 

rules of law, Individual liberty 
and Mutual respect.



The South Hill Way
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Working 

alongside, ‘The 

South Hill Way’ 

is our behaviour 

model which 
details possible 

rewards and 

consequences 

for expected 

and 

unexpected 

behaviour.



Our Curriculum
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At South Hill, we follow the ‘National 

Curriculum’, and our ‘Curriculum offer’ 

is detailed on our school website: 

https://www.southhill.herts.sch.uk/our-

curriculum

There are many useful pages which 

detail our School Curriculum in each 

subject as well as an introduction to 

each Year group:

https://www.southhill.herts.sch.uk/year1

https://www.southhill.herts.sch.uk/our-curriculum
https://www.southhill.herts.sch.uk/year1


Communication
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This year, we will continue to use the app ‘Class Dojo’ to 

communicate with parents, as well as regular school emails, 

newsletters and information on our website. Please do 

ensure your email address and contact details are up to 

date with the school office.

Class Dojo will be used for Year group specific and whole 

school communication messages and reminders, as well as 

sharing learning and whole school messages once a week. 

Please ensure you have downloaded the app. Please 

contact the school office if you need an access code. 

Please could we remind all parents that messaging function 

on the app is not regularly monitored and therefore all 

messages, of a pastoral nature, need to be sent via the 

school email address please:

admin@southhill.Herts.sch.uk



School 

Uniform 

Our School Uniform policy can 

be found here and on our 

school website.



Homework
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The Pupils will be given a ‘pick and mix’ homework grid at the beginning of each half 

term in their homework books. 

Please choose one activity to complete each week and write the task they have 

completed against the week number. The Pupils will be expected to hand in their 

homework books each Monday so that the class teacher can check that homework 
has been completed. The class teacher will issue a Gold, Silver or Bronze homework 
certificate and feedback comment via ‘Class Dojo’.

Pupils will also be given spellings to learn 
on a Wednesday, ready for a test the 

following Wednesday. We also expect 

them to practice times tables at home 

regularly using Numbots’, as well as 
reading at least five times per week.



Reading books
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At the start of 

their reading 

journey, pupils will 

have three types 

of reading books: 

Prime, Power and 

Pleasure.

When pupils 

graduate from 

the ‘Read Write 

Inc’ phonics 

scheme, they will 

have two

types of books –

Power and 

Pleasure. 



Reading Records
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Most pupils in KS1 will have three books; one PRIME book, one POWER book from 

our whole school reading scheme and one book for PLEASURE. 

POWER books will be changed on a Monday. PRIME books will be changed on a

Friday. Pupils who graduate RWInc will receive 2 POWER books, one changed on 
a Monday and the other on a Friday and no PRIME book. PLEASURE books will be 

changed during our class library time, for Goldfinches this will be Monday and for 

Sparrows class it will be on a Wednesday.

Pupils are expected to read regularly at 

home and have their reading record signed by 

an adult 5 times per week in their reading record 
book. They receive a stamp and 5 house points when the have read 25 times at 

home.

In class, pupils will participate in regular reading 

Activities with their class teacher and TA and this 

will be shown by a stamp and/or short comment

in their reading record.



Housekeeping
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• Waterbottles – please could we ask that every child 

has a named water bottle in school and this is taken 

home daily to be cleaned and refilled.

• PE Day – Pupils need to wear their PE kit to school 

please on their PE day. This is:

• Tuesday for Sparrows (2 Sessions)

• Monday and Thursday for Goldfinches

• Fruit snack – Pupils are welcome to have a free piece 

of fruit in KS1 or they can bring in a pot or piece of 

fruit/vegetable to have as a snack at playtime. 



How can I help my child at 

home?
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We would really encourage you to talk to your child regularly about what they have been 
learning about in school. A good question to ask is:
“Tell me about your day.”

We would also recommend:
• Reading- Ensure your child is reading at least 5 times a week and ask them questions 

about what they have read to ensure they understand and develop their 
comprehension skills. Read books to your child and try to use a wide variety of genres 
and types of book.

• Verbal feedback- ask your child about their learning daily and find out about their 
school day. Ask them what conversations they have had with their class teacher about 

their learning. 
• Homework routine- Set a weekly timetable so that your child gets into a good routine of 

doing homework, including reading, practicing their spellings and times tables and 
completing homework tasks.

• Learning through play- Use games at home to practice key learning skills. For example, 
you could ask your child to write a story, act out a play, write a shopping list together, 
make a model, show you another way of completing a maths calculation- the 
possibilities are endless!


