
Welcome to South Hill 
School

‘Come and see your child 
learn morning’



School Data System  - We use this terminology as a school to track pupil attainment

Parents Evening Sheet – We use this terminology on sheets to parents 

Annual School Report – We use this terminology on your child's annual school report



How we assess pupils

Pre - Significantly below the year group

Working Towards - Working towards the year group standard

*These children may be working towards their year group and may be 
working on developing skills from the year group below

Expected - Working at the expected standard of that year 
group

Greater depth - Working at a level which exceeds the year 
group expectations



What a child working at the expected 
standard looks like in writing. 



Writing At South Hill 

The overarching aim for  English at 
South Hill is to promote high standards 
of language and literacy by equipping 
pupils with a strong command of the 
spoken and written language and to 
develop their love of literature through 
widespread reading for enjoyment. 



Why is Writing Important?

We want our children to develop the writing skills they need to 
write in a range of genres and for different purposes.

Through our teaching of Writing, we want all  of our children to 
develop the following skills: 

•  Spelling

•  Punctuation

•  Grammar ( SPAG- Spelling, punctuation and grammar)

•  Handwriting

•  Text Organisation and writing stamina

•  Spoken Language



How we teach writing 

There are distinct stages through which 
children progress in writing and a range 
of different strategies will be employed 
throughout school to support the 
stages. 



Early Writing - EYFS

•  In the EYFS, the building blocks to Writing are taught 
through:  Communication and Language, Physical 
Development, Literacy, Expressive Arts and Design. We 
also incorporate elements of letter formation, word and 
sentence building through our daily phonics sessions. 



What an expected writer looks like in 
Year 1 • Capital Letters 

and full stops 
are largely 
consistent.

• Has finger 
spaces between 
words. Letter 
formation is 
starting to be 
regular in size. 

• Joins words and 
clauses with 
“and”

• Starting to be 
aware of word 
choices for 
effect. 



Year 2

Expanded noun 
phrase- the glum, 
tiger
Correct punctuation
Handwriting- starting 
to join with attention 
to letter formation 
and size



Year 3

Spellings are 
largely accurate.

Author’s voice- 
words in bold for 
effect( Colossal)

Time adverbial- 
firstly, next



Year 4
Largely accurate  

punctuation for 
direct speech

Can organise a 
paragraph 
around a theme

Can describe 
setting, character 
and plot.

Expanded noun 
phrases chosen 
for effect



What an expected writer looks like in year 5/6

Work is well presented
Handwriting is joined and 
legible
Standard English used. 
Vocabulary chosen is 
appropriate to genre.
Editing to change content



Parents- supporting your child
▪ Regular reading 

▪ Discuss language in speech and in texts

▪ Help your child become aware of the writing that surrounds 
them e.g. signs in the environment and ensure that children see 
you writing sometimes. 

▪ Writing opportunities-

▪ Shopping lists

 Cards ,  Letters

 Signs and messages

 Dates on a calendar



Final Thoughts 

• Children can be helped to understand the 
complexities of the English language !

• We are constantly revising WHAT we did last 
school year and what we are learning this 
school year.

• Writing is not just a “ one off” lesson- we 
embed it through our daily activities like our 
reading, discussions , grammar starters and 
assemblies. 

• Children learn and progress at different rates. 



We are all part of your child’s learning 
journey

Part 2- Grammar



Parents workshop
An introduction to 
‘Spectacular SPAG’



What is ‘Spectacular 
SPAG’?

A new and comprehensive 
teaching scheme by ‘Mrs 
Mactivity’, which we are 
using to teach punctuation 
and grammar from Year 1 
(Spring/summer term) to 
Year 6.



Why have we 
implemented a new 
scheme?

• To raise attainment in Year 
6 Sats, and across the 
school (SPAG test)

• To raise attainment in 
writing across the school



What do S.P.A.G lessons look like?
• Year 1-6 – Daily grammar starter (taught 

before English lesson)

FULL STOP

What is it?

KNOWLEDGE

FULL STOP

How is it used?

PRACTICE

FULL STOP

How do I use it? How 
is it used by others?

CONTEXT/ 
TEST TECHNIQUE

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Introduce 
new concept

Practice by completing 
activities/worksheets

Activity to put the 
concept in 
context/ test 
technique (KS2)

• EYFS and KS1 – Also have discrete RWI phonics lessons
• KS2 – Also have discrete Spelling lessons



Types of activities



Knowledge organisers
These detail the main S.P.A.G concepts your child will learn this 
year:

These will be 
on the 

working wall 
in your 
child’s 

classroom, in 
the front of 
their English 

book and 
available on 
our website 
(Year 1-6).



New SPAG posters



S.P.A.G working wall
In your child’s classroom, you will see displays to promote knowledge 
of S.P.A.G rules and concepts. These help the children remember and 
revise previous knowledge as well as to learn new knowledge. 
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