
Year 3
Knowledge Organisers

At South Hill, we have created ‘Knowledge Organisers’ to help pupils and 

parents to know what the children will be learning in each of our 

Foundation subjects. These contain essential vocabulary and facts for 

each topic.

Please see ‘Knowledge Organisers’ attached for Year 3 for the autumn 

term, which will also be in pupil’s books and on working walls in school.  
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What have we learnt in this 
topic before and what we will 

learn this year? 
TIMELINE 

 

CHANGES IN HOUSING 
I n Year 2, pupils learnt about ‘The 

Great Fire of London’ and began to 

use sources to find evidence, as 

well as beginning to understand 

how things change and develop 

over time. 

 

I n Year 3, we will further this by 

looking more in depth at life from 

the ‘Stone age’ to the ‘I ron age’, 

including how houses changed 

over time as well as comparing the 

changes in lifestyle of early 

civilisations. 

 

I n Year 4, we will continue looking 

at the theme of ‘lifestyle’ by 

learning more about what life was 

like in both Ancient Rome and 

Ancient Greece. 

 
 

   

 People in the Stone Age moved 

around from place to place with 

the seasons, in order to keep safe 

and warm, and to follow the 

animals they hunted. They lived in 

caves or tents made 

from animal skins and 

wooden poles. 

 

During the Bronze Age and The I ron 

Age, people started to live in 

roundhouses. These 

could be very large and would have 

housed many people. One household might 

have had two houses: one for living and 

one for cooking and making things. 

I n the I ron Age, these houses 

were sometimes rectangular and 

were often gathered in farming 

communities on hills. These were 

known as ‘hillforts’. 

Between 500 and 100 BC, many 

parts of Britain were dominated 

by hillforts. These settlements 

provided a home for hundreds, 

and later thousands, of people. 

      

DIET CLOTHING 
.  

STONEHENGE AND SKARA BRAE RUINS  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

BC AD  prehistoric  ancient  Neolithic  Stone age  Iron age  Bronze age hunter    gatherer  cave  tent       

Stone tools  diet  clothing  animal skins/bones  hillfort archaelogist roundhouse settlement  farming       jewellery 
   

 

Stonehenge is a prehistoric 

temple featuring large stones 

as monuments in Wiltshire. 

 

Skara Brae is a 5000 year old 

Neolithic village discovered in the 

Orkney islands.  

The Stone Age people wore 

animal skins for clothes and 

would have sewn them 

together using needles made 

from the animal bones. 

They wore animal bone and 

teeth as necklaces and 

bracelets for jewellery. 

People in the Stone age were hunter 

gatherers and their main source of food 

was animals. They would eat all of the 

meat and then the marrow from the 

bones. Once they were in the I ron Age, 

they had become more settled and started 

farming so this produce then became a 

source of food for them as well. 
Iron Age people wore 

clothes made from dyed 

wool, using natural 

vegetable dyes. They wore 

trousers and tunics with a 

cloak over the top secured 

with a brooch. 

Key Vocabulary 

STONE AGE – 15,000 BC to 2300 BC 

BRONZE AGE – 2300 BC to 800 BC 

I RON AGE – 800 BC to AD 50 
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What have we learnt before in 
DT and what we will learn 

next? 
USING NATURAL MATERIALS  

  

HAPA ZOME 
I n Year 2, we learnt about 

shell structures by 

designing and making our 

own Emergency vehicles, 

with wheels and axels. 
 

I n Year 2, we learnt about 

shell structures by 

designing and making our 

own Emergency vehicles, 

with wheels and axels. 
 

I n Year 5, we will extend 

our skills in mouldable 

materials by using clay to 

make a Dragon’s eye, 

focusing on joining parts 

and creating texture. 

 

Throughout history, humans 

have made use of natural 

materials to make objects: 

• The Stone age people 

made jewellery out 

of bits of bone, tooth, 

tusks, shells and 

stones.  

• The Bronze Age was a time when people started making 

tools and other things from bronze. Bronze is a metal 

made from a mixture of copper and tin.  

• By the I ron age, jewellery was highly decorated. Humans 

had learnt to melt metals and use moulds and specialist 

tools using precious metals like gold and silver. 

 

 
Hapa Zome is a form of eco-printing or 

natural dyeing that involves transferring 

coloured pigments from plant materials 

onto fabric or paper by pounding with a 

hammer.  

 

The process creates vibrant imprints, 

capturing the colours and shapes of the 

plants used. Hapa Zome is a celebration 

of nature’s beauty and a creative way to 

connect with the environment through art.  

      

TECHNIQUES FOR MOULDING CLAY 

 Rolling into a ball or snake       Squeezing    Pulling/pinching       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carving into      Making holes      Smoothing     Joining clay 

                     and hollows     with fingers      with tools 

 

CAVE DRAWINGS USING CHARCOAL AND CHALK  

Many cave paintings, which were made during 

the Stone Age, have been found. They're really 

useful clues for us to work out what it was like 

to be alive in Stone Age time. Most cave 

paintings were of animals, people hunting or 

handprints. 
 

We can recreate our own versions of cave drawings using charcoal and chalk. We 

can use these to draw simple, stick- like designs as well as using our fingertips or 

tissue paper to smudge using circular motions to create block colour or to age the 

paper to make it look more authentic. 

  

 

 

Stone Age     Bronze Age                Iron Age            bone  tooth  tusk  shell  stone  bronze  gold  silver  hammer 

Cave drawing  charcoal  chalk   smudging  fingertips  Hapa zome  transfer  clay  moulding techniques 

 

Key Vocabulary 
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What have we learnt before in 

Art and what we will learn 

next? 
COLLAGE 

  

MIXED MEDIA 

I n Year 2, we practised our 

collage techniques when we 

made our Christmas cards and 

calendars. We practised using 

different types of materials and 

focused on repeating patterns. 

 

I n Year 3, we will be 

developing our collage skills by 

making a Pirate Ship Collage. 

We will be using mixed media 

and working on building texture 

and overlapping to add detail in 

our work. 

 

I n Year 6, we will further 

develop our skills by creating 

abstract collages inspired by the 

work of Beatriz Milhazes. 

Collage is piece of art made by sticking different 

materials such as photos, clipping, materials etc. 

on to a backing. Collage has been around for 

centuries but it began to become really noticed in 

the early 20 th century. I t was the artists George 

Braque and Pablo Picasso who first coined the 

phrase collage for this technique. Many artists such 

as Ben Lewis Giles and Kurt Schwitters also use 

collage. 

 
 
 
  
 

 
When we create collage, we can 

use a variety of materials such as 

newspapers, magazines, wrapping 

paper, card, and many more. When 

we use two or more of these 

materials in the same piece of art, 

we call it ‘mixed media.’ We can even add to this by painting parts of 

the collage or even taking our own digital images or use images from the 

internet to add another media to our collage. 

      

BUILDING TEXTURE 

Collages can be 

created by cutting, 

folding, ripping, 

scrunching and 

twisting.  

These are all 

techniques to build 

texture.  When 

creating a collage scene, it is important to simplify the shape into 

blocks which you can build upon to add texture and detail using 

smaller pieces of material.  

 

 

OVERLAPPING  

When we create a piece of art, such as collage, we can use 

overlapping. This is where we place materials partly over 

the top of another. This creates depth and makes the picture 

feel more 3d. I t also gives the picture texture helps us to 

create features such as waves in the collage shown.  
 

 

  

   

 

 

Collage  materials  backing  George Braque  Pablo Picasso  technique  overlap  partly over the top       depth 

3-d  texture  mixed media  newspaper  card  digital image  magazines  folding  ripping detail 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Ben Lewis Giles 

 

Pablo Picasso 

 

Kurt Shwitters 
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